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1 learned about suffering with dignity from the Japanese’

CHANG Ge-li considers him-
self Iuckier than most of the
other Chinese students in
Kobe. After all, he not only
survived the 7.2 Richter scale
earthquake, but had friends
who helped him out after the
disaster.

Just one month ago, Mr
Chang thought his dream of
getting a foreign education was
crumbling beneath his feet.,
But now the 23-year-old is on.
timistic.

Many others were not so
fortunate. The language barri-
“er, the housing shortage and
not having family exacerbated
the post-guake turmoil for
many young Chinese, says Mr
Chang. -~

A native of industrial Wu-
han city, Mr Chang was an
economics student at Kobe
University. Asleep in his 220-
square-metre apartment, he
awoke barely in time to escape
a falling beam,

m, \n\g«w \m?@@ v L§3\S ¥ \«\Q\\\u\\\\% \QW .ﬁ\.

From CAROL HUI
in Tokyo

0ld, wooden buildings like

the one he lived in provided
the cheapest accommodation
for foreign students but most
such structures have collapsed
or been burnt down.

The chance of winning the
temporary housing lottery is
slim as the 300,000 homeless
compete for a few hundred
spots.

Around the city, no alterna-
tive source of affordable hous-
ing is available. Mr Chang said
he was paying 30,000 yen
(HK$2,376) for his little al-
cove, but would have to dish
out at least 80,000 yen for a

similar-sized apartment in.a -

modern, concrete building. He
does not have that kind of
money.

The mainland Chinese

community, at 9,464, is the
second-largest Hmmgﬁﬁdg

group of foreign residents in.

Kobe, compared to the third-
largest group of 1,279 Ameri-
cans.

Yet despite their large

numbers, very few Chinese- -

speakers were available at the
municipal offices offering as-
sistance. during the chaotic
weeks following the earth-
quake. Those who do not
speak Japanese suffered most.
For foreign students who
experienced earthquake dam-
age, the Kobe Student Youth
Centre is offering 30,000 yen.
But a document is needed to
receive the money, and some
Chinese were not able to fill
out the forms.
- Mr Chang, who under-
stands Japanese fluently, tried

‘to help his fellow Chinese. “It

was difficult sometimes figur-
ing who was Chinese and
needed help. Some just kept si-

feb. s \&NW

lent. Someé were not legal resi-
dents and feared deportation.
It was awful for all of us,” he
recalled. .

Mr Chang has nothing but
respect for the way the Japa-
nese handled themselves dur-
ing the days of splintering
pavements, raging fires and
chilling rain.

“People in China would
not have been so polite and
kind. It would be ‘me first, me
first’. I learned about suffering -
with dignity {rom the
Japanese,” says Mr Chang.

Kobe is slowly rebuilding.
However, with no accommo-
dation or work available, Mr
Chang opted for a move to To-
kyo.

“There are many Chinese
and Taiwanese living in this
area and they are all friendly
and sympathetic,” he says.

Mr Chang has decided to -
work for a year to save money
before returning to Kobe.
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Cheap hﬁsingﬁ part-time jobs almost nonexistent

By REIJI YOSHIDA
Stalf wriier

KOBE — The impact of the
Great Hanshin Earthquake
has been especially harsh on
foreign students here, espe-
cially those from other Asian
countries.

Low-rent housing in Kobe is
still hard to come by, and
there are very few part-time
jobs, which many foreign stu-
dents had relied upon heavily
for income.

In addifion, many of those
who recently came to Japan
are having a hard time find-
ing information about relief
services because of the lan-
guage barrier.

The Kobe Student Youth
Center in Nada Ward, about 1
km away from Kobe Univer-
sity, has so far accommodat-
ed about 80 foreign students
who lost homes in the quake.

“All the houses they were
staying in were destroyed by
the quake” said Yuichi Hida,
director of the center.

When people from other
Asian countries come to Ja-
pan to study, they live in
apartments that are relative-
ly cheap, in the ¥30,000 to
¥Y40,000 range, said Takumi
Kuwata of the Overseas Stu-
dents Section at Kobe Univer-
sity. But these old, wooden
buildings were severely dam-
aged in the quake.

About 700 lodging rooms in
that price range had been set
aside for students at Kobe
University. But most of them
collapsed and there are only
100 rooms left, said Keiji Tak-

ita, director of the school’s
welfare section.

Takita said the university is
trying to find more housing
for students. But competition
for low-rent apartments is ex-
pected to be fierce.

The National Federation of
University Cooperative Asso-
ciations estimated that 5,000
of the appreximately 15,000
Japanese and foreign stu-
dents belonging to 10 associa-
tion member universities and
living alone in Hyogo Prefec-
ture lost housing.

“The Japanese people suf-
fered because of the quake as
well. But (life after the
quake) is harder particularly
for us because we don’t have
relatives to rely on in Japan,
and we also don’t have as
much money as Japanese,”
said Yu Li from China, a
graduate student at Kobe Uni-
versity who is now staying at
the center.

The financial burden of
renting a new home will be a
big obstacle for foreign stu-
dents. In the Kansai region,
an advance deposit of about
10 times one month’s rent is
required before moving in,
Kobe University’s Takita
said.

Most foreign students work
part time to pay their rent
while studying. But because
of the quake, such jobs are al-
most impossible to find in the
region now, said Yu, 38, who
came to Japan four years ago
to study the nation’s industri-
al policies.

At the time of the quake, he
lived on the second floor of a
house in Nada Ward, with his
wife and 8-year-old son.

The house, which was rela-
tively old, collapsed immedi-
ately, he said. Because it was
still dark, they could not sal-
vage any belongings, not even
shoes or clothes, he said.

After spending five days at
a temporary shelter, Yu sent
his family back to China.

He applied to a lottery for
temporary public housing,
but did not win. He is waiting
for the second drawing, but it
will be extremely difficult to
win a place given the huge
number of people applying,
he said.

Many at the center said
they do not know how they
will be able to find housing if
they cannot win the lottery.

Yu, who speaks Japanese
fluently, also said many for-
eign students with little Japa-
nese are having a tough time
gathering information on
quake and relief activities.

Volunteer English inter-
preters are available at many
municipal offices, but there
are few Chinese interpreters,
even though Chinese make up
the second largest group of
foreigners registered in Kobe.

Koreans make up the larg-
est number of foreigners in
the region, totaling 27,946, fol-
lowed by Chinese at 9,464 and
Americans at 1,279, according
to the municipal government.

Kobe city officials said that
English and Chinese inter-
preters are available at the

city governmental office and
they can be contacted by tele-
phone.

The city government will
send Interpreters to ward of-
fices if they are requested to
do so, but so far requests for
foreign interpreters have oc-
curred only infrequently and
many ward offices cannot
have volunteer interpreters
staying at their offices all
day, the official said.

Qin Qing Hong, a Chinese
taking shelter at the center,
came fo Japan on Jan. 13, on-
ly four days before the quake.

Although she waited in line
at a nearby municipal office
for hours to obtain a “risai
shomei” certificate, a docu-
ment showing the holder suf-
fered damage in the quake,
she could not {ill out the form
because she could not speak
Japanese and could not an-
swer the municipal officials’
inquiries.

The risai shomei is often re-
quired when applying for ben-
efits such as rent-free or low-
rent housing.

Foreign students whose ac-
commodations collapsed are
being offered ¥30,000 in cash
at the Kobe Student Youth
Center. A risai shomei is re-
quired.

Based on availability, the
center finds host families and
lodgings.

The center is looking for
host families or other avail-
able accommodations. Dona-
tions are also being accepted.
For information, contact the
center at (078) 851-2760.
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