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The Ninth Annual Conference on Korean

and Chinese Forced labourers

Statement:

120 years have passed since Japan's invasion of the Asian Pacific Area.
More than 50 years have passed since the end of World War 1. A grass roots
movement in Japan, which supports acknowledging and claiming responsibility for
these wars ié growing. However, there are opposition groups that ignore the
truth behind Japan’'s colonialization of Asian countries and continue to promote
anti-Asian sentiments.

It is within this social and political climate that The 9th Conference on
Korean and Chinese Forced Labourers will be held in Kanazawa City, Ishikawa
Prefecture in the summer of 1998. .

Prior to the Meiji era (1868-1912) the people of Ishikawa had maintained a
rich cultural relationship with Korea. Evidence of this relationship can still
be found on Noto Peninsula, the northern part of Ishikawa. From the close of
the Meiji Era, the climate changed in Asia to one of hostility, with the
invasion of Korea and China, lead by the 9th Army of Kanazawa.

As a result, many Chinese and Koreans were forced to come to Nanao, a
harbour city on Noto Peninsula, and then work in labour camps all over Ishikawa.
Many were killed and injured working in bronze mines, in under ground factories,
and in the construction of airports. These too, can still be found in Ishikawa.
Yun Bongil was a well-known Korean political activist fighting for Korea's
independence during Japan's colonialization period. Bongil was executed in
Kanazawa. Today a monument stands in his memory.

The Conference members wish to develop a renewed relationship with our
Asian neighbours through honest dialogue regarding the past. We who concern
ourselves with the history of Korean and Chinese forced labourers, let's deepen
our knowledge and continue to foster and spread that understanding throughout
Japan.

¥e hope to see you in ths summer of 1998.
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