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Announcement
The fourth conference
on Korean and Chinese laborers
The 21st century is just around the cormer.

Needless to say,it is a keen problem of this global age to root out
every kind of discrimimation. To our regret,the long standing matter of
apology and compensation for the agressive war by Japan during World War
Il makes it clear that the Japanese government has’t reacted sincerely
toward these problems,which various accusations from many mations of Asia
testify. Some of them are “Juweunianfu” (comfort girls), “Korean people
left behind in Sachalim”, “compensation for the voictims and the bereaved
family during World War Il and what is called “B-C rank Korean war crimi-
nals”.

The natiomal conference started in summer 1990. Through this meeting,we
came to realize again how important it is to acknowledge the truth and real
state of affairs on the agression war by Japan. At the same time, we con-
front mmerous facts that Japan has neglected neither to face uwp to nor to
apologize or compensate sincerely.

Now the fourth conference on Korean and (hinese laborers is to be held
here in Nara. Talking of Nara,ancient culture my come into your mind at
first. “Asuka and Nara era”is quite familiar to many of us. However,just
after the amlgamation of Korea by Japan in 1910,numerous Korean workers
were driven to work barshly for railroad and dam construction,road repair-
ing and so on.Beside that,from 1939 hundreds of thousands of Koreans were
forcibly brought to Japan to work.

In Nara,five traces are to be seen in the construction of an airport (
Yanagimoto, Tenri city).mining(Yamato mercury mine,Kamagabuchi copper mine),
construction of underground facilities(Donzrubo military fortress.the
underground storehouse in Kitauchi,Gojo city). So,as far as we know,there
are five such places mentioned above.two of them were made clear through
recent study.

There remains a site of “lansho”,a site of houses used by comfort girls
forcibly or by tricking brought Japan from Korea(Yanagimoto,Tenri city),a
huge underground trench remained almost untouched(Donzurubo military fort-
ress)and other sites of facilities.

¥e are plaming to visit one of the spots this summer 93(a fieldwork of
Dorzzurubo military fortress),veryfying the history of Japanese agression
toward Asia.thinking about the status quo,making our problems clear.

Hope many people will participate in this conference.
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