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Court calls for medical care
for foreign residents

Yomiuri Shimbun

KOBE—The Kobe District Court on
Monday urged the national government
to take legal measures to cover costs of
emergency medical treatment for foreign
residents to protect their right to live, in a
ruling involving a Sri Lankan student.

The court also said legislative bodies
should enact legal measures for medical
treatment of foreign nationals and that
this was not the task of the judiciary. .

However, it dismissed a lawsuit filed
by five Kobe citizens who claimed the
national government should cover public
assistance that Kobe municipal govern-
ment paid for an ailing foreign student,
The court said it is not appropriate for cit-
izens to demand the payment instead of
the municipal government.

Yuichi Hida, 45, director of the Kobe
Student Youth Center, and four other Kobe
citizens, filed the suit against the national
government, They demanded the Health
and Welfare Ministry pay the medical costs
to the Kobe municipal government.

The case involved a 35-year-old Sri
Lankan stadent who suffered a subarach-
noid hemorrhage and was hospitalized in

“March 1990. Although he got well after

an operation, he could not afford to pay

Tha Dai ly Tomior(

about ¥1.6 million in medical expenses.

The student then asked the Kobe city
government to provide public assistance
and received the assistance money. .

The Daily Life Protection Law requires
the national government to cover 75 per- .
cent of the public assistance money paid
by municipal governments.

However, the Health and Welfare
Ministry stated that foreign residents are
not eligible to receive public assistance.

. Therefore, the Kobe city government
did not apply for the money from the
national government.

However, Hida filed the lawsuit in
February 1992, claiming that excluding
foreign residents from financial assis-
tance by the national government is in
violation of a foreigners’ right to live.

The ministry asked the district court to
dismiss the case because people not directly
involved brought the suit before the court.

In his ruling, Presiding Judge Tadao
Tsuji admitted the ministry’s claim and
dropped the case on the grounds that
there is no stipulation in the Local
Autonomy Law to allow citizens to ask
the national government to defray the
expenses out of national funds instead of
municipal governments.

. JOoVE20,199%







BEARIFO4 VSR ERREOER | BREN

19954 6H22H % 1RST (20088) 300M
199654 7H13H %E2RI%T (1008)
19954 10H15H % 3MFET (100%8)
1995411810H 4R34 (10058) .
RE - BT NEAOEFEERRYT 2 (RE RH H—)
657 AT UHET3-1-1 MFEEFEFEL VI —R
TEL 078-851-2760 FAX 821-5878
HUE R <01150-2-70102 KT 2>




